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his is an Oral History on Eloise Shaw (Mrs. John Shaw) and daughter of 
Vivian Laird. While doing an interview with Vivian Laird, Lynn Krei, 
Interviewer also included an interview with Eloise Shaw. August 1, 1988. 
Typist is Lynn Krei. 




INTERVIEWER NOTE; The early childhood of Eloise Shaw is described in the 
transcript of her mother, Vivian Laird. This will begin as Eloise graduates 
from Worland High School. 

ELOISE: Well, I went to Laramie to school after high school in 1947 and I 
went for two years to school. I came home and 1 worked for Eleanor Stratton 
at the telephone company. Then I went back to summer school, and then I went 
to Denver and worked at Gates Rubber Company. I did that for a while and 
then I went back to school, one more summer school. Then I went to Superior, 
Wyoming and I taught school there for two years. 

INTERVIEWER: Did you get a degree? 

ELOISE; No. I had two years and you still didn't need a degree to teach in 
those days. I taught school in Superior for two years and that was an 
incredible experience. That really was fun. I learned about a lot things 
doing that. We lived in a teacherage which was there for the young women 
teachers. I made a lot of good friends and met a lot people with foreign 
names. That's the thing that always impressed me so much. You know around 
here you have the German names but that was all, and the rest were very Anglo 
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Saxon. They have all the Slavic names and the Italian names over there, 
anyway, 1 did that and then I met a man here and I don't know why I married 
him, but anyway, I did...John Donaldson. I lived in New York and I taught 
school out on the Island, Long Island, for a year. Anyway, then we came back 
and he was in the oil field and we moved around a lot. It was a bad 
experience. Then he went back in service and we went to Germany and we were 
over Ithere for two years, almost three years. That was really a great 
experience, to get to live there for that long. I really did enjoy that. 
Then we came back to Wyoming and I divorced him then in 1961. We were 
married in 1953, and we were married 8 years. I didn't have any children, 
fortunately. 


Then I went back to shcool and got my degree, finally, and I was very 
despondent and Milward Simpson was going to run for U.S. Senate. There 
lot of stuff in the newspapers and so on. I didn't know what I was going to 
do with n,y life. I was really worried about It that aununer. because I Just 
couldn't imagine what I was going to do. I didn't have a job teaching yet, 
either. Of course that was still in the fall, and I was worried that summer. 
So in the spring, I saw Pete and Alan at the Wyoming spring football 
scrimmage. I said to them,"If your dad decides to run for the Senate, I 
really would like to help somehow." So I didn't hear from anybody for a long 
time and finally, one Sunday morning Lorn, and Mllw.rd called me fro. the 
Hotel and they were on their way to Mayos and I went down and had breakfast 
with them. Hllwaard was a rommate of daddy's In college. That's the 
relationship. Daddy was an usher at his wedding and so forth. Mother 

couldn't go to the wedding because she was expecting me. They were 
in June, and I was born in August. They were married in Sheridan. 
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Anyway, they said they wanted me to head up the women's end of the campaign 

for the state, and I just was taken aback. I had expected to go stuff 
envelopes because I had never done anything, you know. But I guess they 
decided I would do a good job for them. So it really was a great experience. 

When he got back from Mayos, and he got a clean bill of health, we started a 
campaign. We went arount to a lot of different towns at the outset, and 
organized Simpson for Senate clubs. Then after about five months, I guess 
before the Primary, we started to map out an itinerary of the state and I 
traveled one week ahed of the Simpson party and they had a man by the name of 
Doug Baldwin who had worked for the radio station Cody, and they had James 
Watt who just graduated from law school at Laramie. The four of them 
traveled together and Jim and Doug took care of Milward and Lorna's luggage 
and all that kind of stuff. 

I had the best job of anybody. Because I was all by myself and I would 
contact all these people that we had organized prior at these meetings and if 
we hadn't organized the club, then I got to do that too. In those days you 
didn't have to have all of these contracts for advertising. I just did it. I 
would go to the radio station and sign ray name and give them money and it was 
just a lot better world, (laughter)...no lawsuits. I would call them up at 
the end of my day, and say "This is what is planned for you in this town a 
week from today." 1 would make hair appointments for Lorna and I would do all 
of these things and I would organize all these coffees and their meetings, 
rallies and the whole thing. It was just a fantastic experience. I felt 
that when I was through with it, that I could have lived anyplace in the 
state and been happy because in politics, you meet the people in every town 
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who are interested enough to be doing something. You don't meet the people 
who are back home sitting on their hands. You meet the people who are 
actively committed, and so you really have a good feeling about every place. 

INTERVIEWER! Now how long did you work for him? 

ELOISEt He was just in office four years. Then I went to Washington with 
him. That was a good experience too. It really was. It was different. It 
took me a long time to aclimate to Washington, didn't it mother? It really 
did. I had been used to the wide open spaces and the vistas and everything 
of living in my car for all those months before the general election and then 
to go to Washington in December. Everything was so close to you, you 
couldn't see. I lived a motel for 3 months because I couldn't find an 
apartment that you could breathe in. It was terrible. I really had a bad 
case of claustrophobia. I really did. 

INTERVIEWER: What was your job description then? 

ELOISE: I did the same thing. I met everybody that came in that door, I 

just did his reception work and did his appointments, and he had a private 

secretary and he had an administrative assistant and that in itself is 

interesting. The woman that we got as administrative assistant had worked 

for Prescott Bush, and that is where the friendship with the Bush family 

started. With Alan and George Bosh knowing each other so well today. It 

Started because of this association. When we left Washington, George Bush 

bought Milward Simpson's house when he came up from Texas as a Copngressm 
and the friendship began there. They visited back and forth and so forth. 
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That is why the strong association between George Bus and Alan Simpson 


INTEVIEWER! Is he going to be the new Vice President? 

ELOISE: No, I talked to him this morning just to find about my cancer and how 
I was doing and everything. I said, "Gee whiz Al, you know this is really 
something for you to be considered, and I just love hearing all these press 
people talk about lyou with such glowing terms." and he said, "Wait and if I 
accepted, and became the vice-presidential candidate, their tun would 
change." Laughter. 

INTERVIEWER: How long were you in Washington? 

ELOISE: Just the four years. It was a total of 8 years with the Simpsons . 

INTERVIEWER: Then what did you do? 

ELOISE: Then I came home and I worked for Stan Hathaway for two years, land 
then I was vice-chairman of the Republican Central Committee for fice years. 
I did that in Cheyenne. It's a voluntary job, and I was vice-chairman when 
Judge Bud Brimmer, Clarence Brimmer, was chairman. Then I didn’t do anything 
for a year or so and then John called me one day. 

INTERVIEWER: Tell us about that. 
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ELOISE: IWe had been sweethearts when we were in high school and we hadn’t 
seen each other for 25 years. He had been widowed for three years and he and 
his children had just moved back to the states from Bogata, Columbia. We 
decided to meet in Jackson. He was living in Mountain Home, Idaho. We 
decided that we could meet in Jackson. Seeing him was like seeing him when 
we were kids. We spent the Inext 2 and a half days driving. I'll bet John 
put 500 miles on his car. We talked and we talked land we reminisced about 
everything and we found out that we had used different routes but we hads 
both become conservative Republicans and that was good. Laughter. His years 
in the Air Force and so we agreed on that and we agreed on everything. And I 
was so much in love when I left Jackson, I couldn't believe it. That was in 
1975. That was the Ath of July, and we were married the 1st of November, 

1975. He had two children and Dinah was just so excited about having a new 
mother and everything. 

INTERVIEWER; Was he still in service? 

ELOISE: Yes. I was two years in the Air Force with him. I really did like it. 

I'm sorry I wasn't with him his whole career because I know I would have 

liked it a lot. I really would have. But we spent our two years there, and 
when we decided to retire, we had to find a place to live and so we made 
these lists, and I was the only one who put Worland on my list. John wanted 
to go to Sheridan, Casper or Cheyenne. He wanted a place that was bigger 
because he didn't know what he was going to do. He had never done anything 
but fly alrpUnes. So h. didn’t think Worland nan going to be a good idea. 

But we found this house her. It was really funny how we found this house. 

We had John Melin show it to us and I don't know why, I just fell in love 
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with it. 

We got clear on top of the mountain to Meadowlark, and John said You really 
like it don't you?“ and I said "Yeah", and he said "You really want to live 
in Worland?" and 1 said, "I think I would." It would give the kids roots, 
they could graduate from the same high schoolwe did. And look at the 
cemetary, my goodness, all of our forebearers are out there. Both sides. 

Laughter. 

So we came down the mountain and we stopped in Ten Sleep and John called John 
Melin and I said "Oh John, somebody is going to buy the house before we get 
there. We didn't know it had been on the market for six months." Laugher. I 
said, "I don't know why God went to so much troouble to get us to live in 
Worland." but he did. Mother stayed with our children over in Mountain Home, 
and we stayed in her house that first night. We got that far. Then we went 
up to Cody, and saw Harold and Carol Winterholler and looked at housing up 
there and the houalng .aa alike. They U.ed en theae little funny ahaped 
streets and your backyards didn't have any privacy. Darling house plans, but 
there was no space around your houses or anything. So when we saw this, 

despite the fact it was all full of alfalfa and didn't have any grass. But 
we left Cody and John said "We've got to get to Sheridan. So we left and we 
got out of Lovell going up the Dayton-Kane road was closed, and we had to 
come back and we stayed all night in Worland. I said, "Honey, do you suppose 
the real estate in Worland is the same as everyplace else?" "Let's lookat it 
and see." So we had George Bower meet us at his office at 8+30 the next 
morning and he showed us a couple houses down here on Solitude. The same 
thing. And I said "Don7t you have anything on the bench left, George? So he 
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took us down Hillcrest Drive and he had a couple of acres down there with 
wells on them but no housing and on the way back, there was this John Melin 
sign on the fence out here. And I said "Now, George, how much does a house 
like that cost?" And George went "Rowr, rowr, rowr". You know it wasn7t his 
listing.. I've laughed about this and teased him about it too. Laughter. He 
allows as how he didn't know it was listed for right now. He had listed it 
before Melin had had it. So we called Melin and he met us up here at the 
house, and when we drove out, I told John "I do like that house." Then 
coming down the mountain, I was crying all the way, I was so happy. That was 
in 1977. We had ourJOth class reunion that year and that was the first one 
that either John or I had been able to get to. He was MC at the Hotel. 

INTERVIEWER: That's really Interesting. So now who is he with? 

ELOISE: IDS. He sells securities. He took it over from Jeff McKibbin. 

interviewer: Well, that brings us up to date. 

END OF INTERVIEW. Discussion held about photographs and artifacts that may 
be used at the Museum on loan for display purposes later. 




